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A 
PEEP INTO THE DEN 
or 
Sinecures, Pensions, and Grants. 
ADDRESSED 
TO THE 
Labouring Classes 
IN 
ENGLAND, Reeesane: anp IRELAND. 


North-Hampstead, Long-Island, 

July 4, 1817. 

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN, 
Writing the date of this Letter, puts 
me in mind of the circumstance, that this 
day is the only one which is celebrated 
asa festival by the People of this coun 
try. It was on the 4thof July that they 
declared themselves independent of En- 
gland. They succeeded in establishing 
that Independence, after a long and ardu- 
ous struggle against the English fleets and 
armies, and against the Brunswickers, 
Hessians, and other German Troops, 
hired by our government of the German 
Princes. The ground of that memorable 
quarrel was, that the government wanted 
to tax the Americans without letting then 


send members to the Parliament. Upon 


this ground the people here resisted ; and, 
in the House of Lords, Lonp Cuatuan, 
the father of Pitt, said, that they had 
“a right to resist,” and that he ‘* re- 


This 


“joiced that they had resisted.” 





| consequences ini the werld, 


Roapbutions wibich kon led. to such ninkted 


and which 
was the first great blow given to Despor 


. {tis and Superstition, was built upon the 


foundation, that he who is taxed without 
his own consent is a slave. He may call 
himself what he will; but, if he has ne 
veice in the making of the laws, by whieh 
he is liable to be punished, and by which 
his property is taken away and applied 
to the use of others, he is, to all intents 
and purposes, a slave. 

Bearing in our recollection these eter- 
nal principles, to state which, in this 
place, I have been led by the date of 
this letter, we will now proceed to takea 
peep, at least, into the den, ‘To.go inte 
every hole and cornec of it was.my inten- 
ain afraid that we shall not 
without omitting to notice 


tion ; but, 1 
have time, 


other things 
which must soon press forward, and de- 


of still greater importance, 


mand our immediate attention; for, our 
news from England is now very old, be- 
ing no later than the 4th of May; somes 
thing very extraordinary, and it leads 
some persons to believe, that the THING 
(whatever it be now called) has, for some 
pressing reason, resorted to an embargo, 
i am not one of those who think this, 
The time is not yet come for such mea- 
sures. ' Let us see another year over our 
heads first, and then, if no good and ef- 
fectual measures be adopted, we may ex- 
pect news that will make even the agents 
of Castlereagh prick up their ears. To 
digress a little further, 1 sce, that Mr. 
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Garrow is stated to be promoted from 
Attorney-GeneraL to be a PUISNE 
Baron of the Exchequer. ‘This is what 
never took place before, within the me- 
mory of man, except in the case of 
Gibbs, when a total change of ministry 
was expected. But, cooly and quietly, 
and by choice, to quit the post of Attor- 
ney-General to become a Puisne Judge, 
is quite astonishing. SHEPHERD is, it 
seems, Attorney-General, and Leacai So- 
Jlicitor General. Now, whether Sir Wu- 
Liam Garrow, like the Irish witness, 
thought he had done quite enough ; or, 
whether a more able and more sturdy 
hand was wanted in his place to perform 
the remaining work, are questions that | 
cannot determine. But, 1 have remark- 
ed, that when the Courier has had any 
of its praises to bestow on the acts of the 
law officers, it has mentioned only Sir 
Samuel Shepherd. It was Sir Samuel 
Shepherd's opinion, that my son owed 
80,000 pounds to the Stamp Office! It 
was Sir Samuel Shepherd, we were told, 
who was Lord Sidmouth’s great law au- 
thority for his Circular Mandate to the 
magistrates. And, really, I am disposed 
to believe, that Sir Wrrtiam Garrow 
was not quite quick enough at discovering 
law to suit the present times and circum- 
stances. However, a short time will make 
this matter clear to me ; for, as soon as | 
get my files of Counters, I shall see what 
bas been the real cause of this change, 
so unexpected, and so unusual, 

In coming now to the proposed subject 
of this letter, you will bear in mind, my 





friends, that the Courrer had told us that 
the Finance Committee had abolished all 
the Stnecures! That they all did not a- 
mount to more than 100,000 pounds a 
year. But, that the fact is, none are a- - 
bolished ; that al] the holders are to hold 
them for life ; and that as many of them 
are settled in reversion—that is to say, 
upon the sons, daughters, or. other suc- 
cessors, of the present holders; and, as 
none of these interests are to be affected 
by the Report, these latter may continue 
for a hundred years to come ; and this is 
what the Courier called “ a sweeping 
abolition, as complete as any Reformer 
could wish!” We must bear in mind, 
too, that, even after a hundred years, a 
very great part of the Sinecures will re- 
main, if only 100,000 pounds a year be 
to be abolished at that time, in conse- 
quence of this Report. 

But, this famous Report does not touch 
the Sinecures in the Colonies! And, why 
not ? Why not touch them? Are not they 
paid by the nation ? Do not the people of 
England pay for fleets and armies to de- 
fend those colonies? Do not the people 
pay a tax on every thing that comes from 
those colonies? Yes, and the people of 
America, who pay for no fleets and.ar- 
mies to defend those colonies, are sup- 
plied with sugar, coffee, and rum, cheaper 
than the people of England are by more 
than one third. The truth is, that the Sine- 
cures in the Colonies are paid by the peo- 
ple at home just as much as the Sinecures 
at home are; and, why they were omitted 
by the Committee in their ‘“* Sweeping”’ 
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Report it may remain for the Courter to| ing are all paid; they have an enormous” 
tell us. In the meanwhile we will pro- | service of plate as an out-fit, which they 
ceed with our inquiry. | Keep ; and, when they have finished their 

The Sinecures in the Colonies amount | employment, what right have they to any 
to 76,546 pounds a year, exclusive of | thing more ? When a man has served his 
those in the Cape of Good Hope, the Isle | master for a year, or for 20 years, does | 
of France, and Malta, which, probably, | not the master cease to pay him as soon 
amount to as much more ; for many of the|as he geases to work? When a war is 
Noble Lords and their sons, and a great | over are not the soldiers sent away with- 
many of the Right Honourable and Ho-|out any pay for the rest of their lives, 
nourable gentlemen fill the offices of|except in the case of wounds, and what 
Clerks, Harbour-Masters, Naval-Officers,| foreign minister gets wounded ?. The 
Tide-Waiters, Collectors, Surveyors, &c. | oflicers of the army have, indeed, half- 
&c. in those countries, which countries | pay ; but, then, they have bought their 
they have never seen, except upon the | commissions; and, besides, they have 
map, if they have seen them even there. | been in the service so long that they are 
Some of these offices are filled by women, | capable of being in no other sort of em- 
and by fine ladies too; and some by chil-| ploy, and, in the navy, they are actually 





dren ; but, ihen, these children are of high | bred up to it from their infancy., Why, 
blood, and, of course, they have extraor | then, these immense sums to late foreign 
dinary faculties. Ministers, whose bodies are as strong, and 

Without going an inch further, then, | who can find employment the same as be- 
we have Sinecures to the amount of! fore? Besides, no other nation wastes its 
400,000 a year. But, was it Sinecures! means in this way. The American fo- 





alone that we complained of? No: we! reign Ministers receive, while on service, 
complained of “ Sinecures, Pensions, and | each of them about a fifth part as much 
** Grants, not fully merited by well-known | per year as Canning received per year 
‘¢ public services.” Now, of Pensions and | while he was at Lisbon, and they receive 
Grants there are, in the official account | no pensions afier their employment ceases. 
before me, eleven hundred and nine names, | But, then, the American people have not 
receiving, in the whole, 642,621 pounds| the satisfaction to see such men as Can- 
a year! And, observe well, that I have | ning roiling in his chariet while they eat 
not included here one single person who! grains and buttermilk! The American 
has any pretension to public merit of any | people have not the honour to pay 208. a 
kind whatsoever, except the * Late fo- | ushel for English salt; but, on the con- 


’ 


“ reign Ministers,” and it is very clear} trary, I now actually pay 2s. 6d. En- 


that they ought to have no pensions at ail. | glish money for that very salt, for which J 





They are paid enormous salaries while | used to give 20s. a busbel in London, ané 


in service ; their expenses going and com- | 19s. a bushel.at Botley. People here give 
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salt to their cattle in great abundance, and 
to surprising advantaye ; they take their 
hay in sometimes almost green, and 
throw salt amongst it, which makes it, 
they say, as good as hay made in the 
general way. Yet this very salt comes 
from England. Yea, is made in that very 
same England, where a poor man can 
hardly get salt te use with his potatoes! 
But, then, the Americans, as I said be- 
fore, have not the honour to have Sine- 
cure Place-men, Big Pensioners, Great 
Grantees, and a long list of ‘‘ Late Fo 
‘“‘ reign Ministers,’ though the foreign af- 
fairs of the country are conducted with 
more ability than those of any other na- 
tion in the world. As a proof of this, 
compare the public papers of the Ameri- 
can Foreign Ministers with the papers of 
Castlereagh, Canning, Wellesley, or any 
- ofthe rest of them. Besides, the American 
Foreign Ministers are always amongst the 
very first men in the country for talent, 
Of the Five 
Presents, three have formerly been 


wisdom, and integrity. 
Foreign Ministers. And, it is to men 
jike these that the Americans give about 
a fifih part as much as we give to such 
men as Canntnc and Frere! But, then, 
the neople of America do not live upon 
butter-milk and grains; nor do they live 
upon tea and potatoes. 

If, Indeed, our Foreign Ministers were 
toserve “til they were worn out, as a sol- 
dier or sailor must be (if not wounded) 
in order to geta pension, the evil would 
not be so great; because it is clear that 
we never could have above one or two at 


a time of these gentlemen to keep. But, 
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the fact is just the contrary. Our foreign 
Ministers serve only two or three years, 
and then home they come and have a 
pension for life; and, indeed, it is per- 
fectly notorious, that the younger sons of 
those who have seats are thus sent abroad 
to stay two or three years in order to be 
fastened upon the nation for life! So that 
there is always a long list of these ‘Late 
“ Foreign Ministers;” and, in the account 
before me, there are no less than forty-se- 
ven of these persons, receiving 51,589 
pounds a year out of the earnings of a 
people who are in the deepest misery 
for want of food and clothing ! There was 


one of the Wywnwnes sent to Dresden for 
jour years, from 1803 to 1807, for which 


le bas ever since been receiving a pen- 
sion of 1,200 pounds a year! This is 
Henry Watkin Wituiams Wynne, Not 
‘© Squeeking Wynne,’ but a brother of 
his, and brother also to Sir Watkin, who 
is so famed for the loyalty with which he 
is said to have been inspired during the 
last war. Faith! this loyalty was no such 
foolish thing for Sir Warxrn’s family! 
‘There are people who laugh at these 
Wynnes ; but, the Wynnes might, with 
This® 
grave ambassador was about twenty-one 


much more reason laugh at them. 


years of age when he went to Dresden. . 
He is, of course, now about thirty-five ; 
and, if the system were to go on, ’til he 
were three score and ten years old, he 
would receive 47,600 pounds in principal 
money; and, if we were to reckon, as 
we ought, the interest and compound inter- 
est, he would receive 155,400 pounds, 
for his four years service at Dresden! 
Besides, a thumping salary while he was 
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there! This is no visionary idea}; fer in 
the same list, there is a Joun OsBonne 
a relation of the Duke of Leeds, who was 
Envoy at this same petty court of Dres 
den four years, irom 1771 to 1775, and he 
received a pension of 800 pounds a year 
up to 1808, (the date of the account now 
before me,) so that, in 1808, this gentle- 
man had received, in principal money, 


26,400 pounds, besides his salary, for 


four years envoyship, and, if he be alive 
now, he has received 33,600 pounds for 
the four years service. The interest and 
compound interest, which always ought 
to be calculated in these cases, would 
make his sum surpass a hundred thousand 
founds for four years’ envoyship ai 
Dresden, beside his salary for the four 
years. I find a Ricnarp Suspeaerp upon 
the list, who is our friend the great law 
man’s son. This person was Charge d'af 
faire at Munich for two years, for which 
he has been receiving a pension of 250 
pounds a year for 18 years already; and. 
if lis father can find law enough to up- 
hold the system, he may receive it, or a 
bigger pension, for 40 years longer, if so 
long he shall live! 

It is farcical to pretend, that these pen- 
sions are given for public services, These 
are able men, or they are vot; if they are, 
why not employ them instead of new 
ones. If they are not, how can they 
merit a pension as Jate foreign ministers? 
1 think it would puzzle brother Surpuerp 
himself to get clear of this dilemma. 


No, no! The Reformers prayed for 


the abolition, and at once, too, of * all 
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‘¢ Sinecures, Pensions, and Grants, not ful- 
“ly merited by well-known public ser- 


** vices ;” 


and, of course, they prayed 
for the abolition of the expense of 51,589 
pounds a year amongst the oiher suis, 
paid annuaily to Pensioners and Gran- 
tees. 

I have included in my above enumera- 
tion and statements not one name, not one 
sum, that comes fairly under the head of 
real public services. ‘There may, indeed, 
be persons to differ from me in opinion as 
to what are pudlic services and what are 
not public services. These persons. such 
as the sublime and profound Lonp Mit- 





ron, for instsnce, would probably con- 
liend, that the notorious Burke's services 
were really of a public nature, and of 
immense national benefit. Of course, he 
would think, that though Burke got a pen- 
sion of 8,009 pounds a year for his own 
life, and 1,200 pounds a year for the life 
of Mrs. Burke, and, beside these, a grant 
of 2,500 pounds a year for five other lives ; 
of course, Lord Mitton would think, that 
public money could not possibly be better , 
laid out ! "This last grant is a most curious 
thing. ‘The pension for bis own life and 
then one for Mrs. Burke’s life after him 
are nothing new. It is no more than those 
provident gentlemen and good husbands, 
Messrs. Long, Hutchinson, Napean, King, 
But, 
to provide beforehand a grant of public 
money to be left fo Executors at the Gran- 
tce’s death, ia really something more 


and hundreds of others have done. 


shameless than 1 should have expected 
even the shameless Burke to ask; and, I 
leave the world to guess at the state of 
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abject subjection, in which Mr. Pitt was, 
to the Boroughmongers, when he could 
give his consent to such a profligate grant, 
and that, too, to the man, who, of all men 
living, he despised the most. This grant 

is so great a curiosity, that I will tran- 

scribe it word for word. 

“Grant to the Executors of the late 
«¢ Epmonp Burke, annual amount, 2,500 
“pounds. By authority of two patents, 
** dated 24 Octr. 1795. ‘That is to say, 
** 1,160 pounds, during the life of Lord 
“* Royston and the Honourable and Re- 
‘** verend Archibald Grey. And, 1,340 
** pounds, during the life of the Princess 
** Amelia, Lord Althorpe, and William 
* Cavendish, Esquire.” 

Now, whether; a calculation of these 
lives were made and the grant sold, as it 
might be, as soon as it was obtained; or 
whether it really was bequeathed to 
‘* E ecutors,” perhaps Lorv Mitton the 
sublime, Mr. Wixu1am Ex.ior the beau- 
tiful, may be able to tell; but, I rather 
more than believe, that it was my expo- 
sure of this vile transaction, ina Register 
of November last, which drew forth from 
the latter, in the month of January, those 
vehement charges against the publishers 
of ** Weekly Venom;” and, at any rate, | 
am quite sure, that the nation continues to 
pay this 2,500 pounds a year lo somebody, 
and that it will continue to pay it as long 
as Lord Milton and Mr. Williain Elliot 
shall have seats in Parliament. 

What! and are there men in the world 
‘not notorious robbers, to approve of 
things as these! “ Ah!” says the Cour- 
ER, ** but” they are vested rights ; and “ if 
you begin by seizing them, you may end* 
by setzing peoples’ goods in thetr houses.” 


To Tue Lasourine Cuasses or Exerann, Scortanp, anp IRgLAND. 





[300 


If this be all we want to authorize the 
seizure, we may seize away; for, how 
many thousand persons have had their 
beds sold from under them to pay the 
Thus 
the beginning to seize has actually taken 
place. The 
We want 


taxes since this grant was made! 


But what are we to seize? 
grant is nothing in substance. 
to seize nothing. We only want not to 
be compelled to pay the amount of it any 
longer. We want to be able to live 
without Burke’s Executors coming to 
seize our goods. We want not to be o- 
bliged to yo naked and hungry in conse- 
quence of our earnings being taken away 
in this manner. And, because we com- 
plain, that 66,000 pounds of the money, 
raised in taxes upon our Beer, Soap, Can- 
dles, &c. have been given to this Burke, 
are we to be called Jacobins and Revolu- 
tionists ? He, his wife, and his executors 


have already received about sixty-six 
thousand pounds of principal money out 


of the taxes, and, as the lives are some of 
them very young yet, the executors may, 
possibly, receive as much more. If we 
reckon the interest, as we ought, this hire- 
ling writer; the trumpeter of that war, 
“@ transition from which to peace’’ has, 
upon the showing of the Boroughmongers 
themselves, produced unparalleled mise- 
ery throughout the whole nation ; if we 
reckon the interest this base man, who 
prostituted his great talents to the vilest 
and most wicked of purposes, will, ia the 
whole, if the system go on, have received 
by himself and his executors, a quarier of 
a million of the public money ; and, be- 
cause we complain of this, we are to be 
held forth as promulgating sedition and 
blasphemy ! 
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The late Marquis of Buckingham has 
not received less, from his sinecure, than 
700,000 pounds of Principal Money ; the 
Marquis Camden 700,000; Lord Arden 
not lest than 500,000 ; the Seymours not 
less than 400,000; Garnier not less than 
250,000 ; the Knox’s 400,000 ; Lord Ho- 
bart 400,000; the Dukes of Richmond. 
Grafton, Marquis Bute, Lord Melville, 
and others each nearly half a million at 
least; and many, many others 200,000 
and 100,000 each. Some 50,000, and so 
on; “til if we take a view of the last 57 
years, since his Majesty has been upon 
the throne, and take in all the grants of 
money, given for no known public servi- 
ces, we shall find here what it is that has 
swelled up what is called the National 
Debt. But of this we willspeak more at 


large by-and-by, when we have asked a; 


little more about the public services of 
the persons, who receive the immense 
sums of money, of which we have been 
speaking. 

Can any one imagine what public servi- 
ces were ever rendered by any of the 
persons just named ? and by the March- 
ioness of Stafford? Yet her Ladyship is 
down for 300 pounds a year, though her 
husband has scores of thousands a year in 
his own estates. Lady Grenville, of 
course, being bone of bone and flesh of 
flesh with her Lord, has rendered what 
some people might call services ; but, 
have they not been pretty decently paid 
for in that husband’s enormous salaries ; 
and, in the 116,000 pounds of frincipal 
money, which he has received from his 
sinecure as auditor of the Exchequer? 
And, se are to be cabled seditious, are 
we, because we complain of these things 2 
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We are to be muzzled and choaked, that 
these people may not even be disturbed by 
My God! and is this al- 
There is Lady Augusta 


our cries ! 
ways to goon ? 
Murray, now called D’Amiland, who 
was married at Rome to the Duke of Sus- 
sex. A very virtuous lady, I dare say; 
but, what has she done to merit 3,417 
pounds a year out of the taxes. ‘This la- 
dy bas not received, in this way, less 
than 50,000 pounds of the public money, 
hrincinal money; and for what? Mrs. 
Husxisson is to have a pension after her 
husband’s death ; and for what’ He has 
4 pension of 1,200 pounds a year for life, 
when he is out of place ; so has Lorp Min- 
To, and the family of this latter are all 
provided for out of the taxes. Now, what 
have they done to merit this of us who 
pay the taxes? 

There is no end to these instances. On- 
ly think of Cumpertanp, the play-writer, 
having had a pension, and his daughters 
now being upon the list of those who 
live upon the sums which we pay on our 
beer, soap, &c. There are whole troops 
of fine ladies ; whole families of children, 
of whose fathers we never even heard, who 
are kept out of the fruit of our labour. 
Let us take a few instances as they stand 
in the account. | 

‘** Grant, by Warrant, dated 20 May, 
*¢ 1799 to Wm. Burrows, Esq. in érust for 
‘¢ Mary and Maria Hon, during their lives 
“ and the survivor of them, fur 500 pounds 
“a year.” 

These are the mother and half sister 
of Canninc. Great merit in his eyes, 
perhaps ; but what have they done for 
us? Mrs. Hun, they say, was once » 
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most excellent play-actress, and, doubt- 
less, a very worthy woman; but in the 
name of all that is false and corrupt, | 
ask what claim she has to the taxes that 
‘we pay upon our beer and candles and 
tea ? 
* Grant of 400 ponnds a year to the 
* Rev. H. Hobart and Mr. John Sulli 
van, in trust for five children of the 
“¢ late George Hohart, Esq during the 
* lives of the 5 children, and, after the 
** death of four, 200 a year for the 
-§* survivor.” 
* Pension to Lornp Firznarris, to 
* begin at the death of his father, the 
© Earl of Malmsbury.” 
provident young man ! 


There is a 


L. 
300 
159 
150 
150 
300 


**Agrant in trust for Mary 
* Anne Herries, a year, 
*¢ Catherine Herries 
* Julia Mary Herries, 
*¢ Isabella Maria Herries, 
“Lady Louisa Paget, 
“* Same (now Lady L. Ers- 
* kine,) 300 
This is a sister of the Marquis of-inglesea. 
ss A grant to Lord Sidney and the 
Rey. T. Selwyn, in trust for L. 
109 
100 
** Maria Louisa Selwyn, 100 
‘¢ Henrietta E. Selwyn, 100 
These, I suppose, are the daughters of 
this Reverend gentleman, who is a rela. 
tion of Lord Sidney. 


* Charlotte Selwyn, a year, 
* Albina Frances Sclwyn, 


| ‘Lhey may be cal- 
led lucky girls, indeed ; and certainly 
they have very pretty names ; but, let us 
come to conscience with the Reverend 
Gentleman, and ask him, what right he 
has to fasten his four daughters upon eur 
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backs ? 


way our bread and giving it to his daugh- 


What justice there is in taking a- 


ters, while we are reduced to grains and 
potatoes ? Whether he can find any pre- 
cept for this in that gospel which he is so 
well paid for teaching? and, whether, 
while these things exist, it be not mon- 
strously impudent in his brother Mst- 
THUS, to pretend, that to relieve the poor 
is to encourage population improperly, 
and that the poor labourers have no right 


to relief for thetr hungry children; seeing 


that it is therr own fault if they have 
more children than they can support out 
jof their own labours!” I should like to 
hear what brother SeLwyn would say, if 
these questions were put home to him, as 
they doubtless will be une of these days. 
{ dare say brother Selwyn isa Magis- 
trate, and that he regards my Register as 
both seditious and blasphemous. 

‘¢ Grant to Anna Maria, Dutch- L. 

‘‘ess Dowger of Newcastle, a year 1,000 
368 
162 


* Lady Sarah Napier, 

*¢ Louisa Maria Napier, 

‘*Emily Louisa Augusta 

* Napier, 162 

“ Grant in trust to Sir George Os- 
** born and Jobn Ley, for fi. 
** Jane Wraxall, 400 


‘Grant to Sarah Pierson, 27 


27. 
27 


“* Mary Pierson, 

6 Dianna Anne Pierson, 

“ Frances Pierson, 27 

* Rev. Thos. Pierson, 130 
Here is another Reverend Gentleman’s 

family quartered upon us for life! 
** Grant to Robert Halifax and Cath- 

* erine Halifax, widow, in trust for ZL. 
‘‘ Gertrude Halifax, a year, 6a 
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‘‘ Charlotte Halifax, 
‘© Marianne Halifax, 
‘¢ Caroline Halifax, 
* Catherine Halifax, 60 
‘‘ Elizabeth Halifax, 60 
A pretty little snug covey, who take 


60 
60 
60 


just as much as would maintain twelve 
good laborers and their families, consist- 
ing of sixty persons. And pray, Mr. Mat. 
THUS, has not the poor laborer’s children, 
whose father has, all his life long, been 
paying taxes and raising food, as good a 
claim to relief as these Halifaxes have ? 
You, sir, would check the population 
of the labouring people; but you say 
not one word about this population. You 
say, that the labourer has no right to de- 
mand relief out of the rates ; and that he 
should be told, that unless he can support 
his children, hc should take care not to 
have them. Why do you not say the same 
to the Cumberlands, the Selwyns, the 
Napiers, the Piersons, the Halifaxes, the 
Herrieses, the Ponsonbys, and hundreds 
But the truth 
is, that the labourer’s earnings are taken. 
ia great part, away from him, orhe would 
as formerly, stand in need of no relief, 
except in cases of accident. 

“Grant to Charles Abbot and Lord 


“ Rendlesham, in trust for Eleanor 


upon hundreds of others ? 


** Madelaine Wickham, per year, 

“ 6751. . 
Now, what has this good lady done for 
us? Herhusband is loaded with pen- 
sions besides. His exploits at Basle, 
indeed, may, by some, be deemed ser- 
vices; but what has this good woman 
done? Did she gssis¢ him in his opera- 


Hons at Basled 
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And, why should the Baroness Cathcart 
have 500 pounds a year? Or Catherine 
Popham 200 a year? Or Suzan De Meu- 
ron, a foreigner, (in teeth of positive 
law) 392 pounds a year? Why should 
the three Misses Barlow, the two Ladies. 
Howard, the three Misses Hamage, have 
pensions to be paid by us, who never 
Why 


should Erenstine Laurensie have 200 


heard of their names before ? 


pounds of our money-every year, except 
on account of ber, or bis pretty foreiga 
name; for, I really do not know whether 
it be the name of a woman or of a man? 

‘* Pension to Sir Luxe Wettestein, 

‘“‘in trust for Sir Luxe Scusvus’s 
“© daughters, per year 200/.”’ 

These are foreigners; there can be no 
doubt of that. ‘The Prince of Mecuien- 
BURGH StrReELITz is in this list for 2,000 
poundsa year. La Counressz D’ALtow 
300 pounds a year. ‘There are mang 
other foreigners on the Pension List. 
And yet, the act of Parliament, in virtue 
of which the present family sit upon the 
throne, declares, in the most clear and 
most positive manner, that no one, who 
isnot a NATURAL BORN subject of 
the King of England, shall hold a pension, 
or any place of profit or of trust, under 
the Crown. There is no act of naturali. 
zation which can remove this impedi- 
ment; and, yet, this great law, made, as 
its title imports, for the preservation of 
eur rights and liberties, has been paid no 
more regard to by the Ministers than. if 
it had been an old ballad! ‘They violate 
ever day ; they live in a continual viola- 
tion of it. They talk of illegal practices, 





indeed! hey bring men to punishment 
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for violations of the laws! What, is there 
no punishment for them, then? Are they 
to violate the laws with impunity ; and 
that, too, in the most bare-faced and most 
insolent manner? Are they never to be 
be brought to justice; and, if we charge 
them with these violations of the laws; 
nay, if we humbly complain, and pray 
that the violations may cease, are they 
for ever to charge us with sedition and 
blasphemy for so doing ? and to ride off 
themselves with impunity ? I take my 
facts from an official account, made out 
by the ministers, and laid before the Par- 
liament. What audacity! what a con- 
tempt of the law, to dare to lay before 
the Parliament these numerous proofs of 
a violation of it! But, indeed, the mi- 
visters knew well who it was that they 
were submitting this account to. They 
would bave taken special care not to 
have laid such an account before a par- 
liament chosen by the people at large ; 
and here it is that we see the real reason 
for all the opposition to a reformer. 
There is a Mr. Joseru Hunt, who was, 
some years ago obliged to abscond in 
consequence of a misapplication of the 
public money; that very man has two 
pensions, amounting to 1,037 pounds a 
year! And this is a reward for public 
services! ** Tue Ricur Hon. Tuomas 
“ Sreev”’ has his sinecure of 1,633 pounds 
a year, though he, too, was proved to 


have misapplied the public money, to 





give to his conduct the mildest of terms.. 
[s not this a shame? And are we to be 
crammed into dungeons if we complain 
of these things? We will complain of 
them ; and, we will persevere, ’til we 
The Honourable Robert 
C. Clements is a Searcher and Packer of 
the ports in Ireland; Sir Richard Har- 


dinge is Surveyor General of the ports ; 


obtain justice. 


Sir George Shee is Receiver-General ; 
Hon. Edw. Acheson is Customer and 
Collector ; two of the notorious Beres- 
fords are Storekeepers ; John Beresford 
and James D. Beresford are Wine-Tas- 
ters. Lord Robert Seymour is a Craner 
and Wharfinger ; Earl Roden is another 
Searcher; Right Hon. Earl of Avonmore 
is another Searcher and Packer ; the Earl 
of Donoughmore is another Searcher and 
Packer ; Marquis of Drogheda and Mr. 
Bagwell are Muster Master General. 
All this is in Ireland, and fifty times as 
much more. It is notorious, that these 
people are no such thing as they are here 
called ; but, they receive them, on account 
of these pretended occupations, fifteen 
thousand and two hundred pounds. Mr. 
Assort, the speaker, has, for many years, 
received 1,500 pounds a year, for keep- 
ing the Signet in Ireland, where there 
is no signet to be kept. The Wywnopams, 
younger sons of the family of the ‘Earl of 
Egremont, hold places in the Colonies 
that yield them nearly 20,000 pounds a 
year. And, what for? What have they 
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ever done for the country, except to help 
ruining it by voting for wars and loans ? 
Is it seditious, is it blasphemous, to com- 
plain that a waste like this is made of 
the people’s labour, and that these two 
Windams spend every year as much of 
the nation’s money as would keep a thou- 
sand labouring families, amounting to four 
or five thousand persons? Is this blas- 
phemous? It is indeed most horrid blas- 
phemy to attempt to justify such wicked 
acts; and this is a sort of blasphemy 
that I hope yet to see punished. 

However, let us get on alittle with our 
broods of pensioners; for, it is very ma- 
terial to expose the atrocious falsehood, 
that these things have been given as re- 
wards for public services. 

‘‘ Grant, dated 1807, to James Ear! of 


‘¢ Lauderdale and others, in trust for 
‘© Mary Tumer Hay, per year, L100 


‘‘ Dorothy Frances Hay, . . 100 
‘* Hannah Charlotte Hay, 100 
Elizabeth Hay, ° - 100 
* Jane Hay, ee ee 100 
“Julian Hay, . gaz aio 100 


And the curiosity here is, that these 
pensions are to continue ’til these ladies 
shall respectively get them husbands ! Or, 
during pleasure! So that they might last 
for fifty years; as they would if the sys- 
tem lasted so long. 

‘* Grant to Agnes Clerk Hay, pr.yr. L100! 
“ Arthur William Hay, 100 
“ Dorothea Judith Hay, 100 
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“ Maria Hay, » . . 100 
‘S Lewis Hay, . . . 100 
“Elizabeth Hay, . 100 


These are to take effect when the mo+ 
ther dies; and she has a pension for life 
So, thus are they fastened upon the nation 
from age to age! 

“Grant to Elizabeth Cockburn, pr.yr.L50 


‘* Matilda Cockburn, . 50 
“ Margaret Cockburn, . 50 
Ann Cockburn, se, 50 


These are to begin when the mother 
dies, who has a pension for life, and they 
are to cease ai marriage, unless his Ma- 
jesty should otherwise please ! 

‘* Grant to Marie Claudine Dutchess Sil- 

‘* phie Fitz James, 200 pounds a year, 

‘* grant dated 22d Sept., 1816.” 

This isso very audacious a thing that 
one can hardly believe one’s own eyes, 
’til we see by the date, that it was THE 
WHIGS, the precious Whigs, who com- 
mitted this act of profligate violation of 
law. ‘This person is not only a French 
woman, the wife of a Frenchman, but 
that Frenchman is a descendant, as his 
name imports, from that very James the 
Second, who was driven from the throna 
of England to make way for the present 
family ! And this very Dube Fitz James’s 
father had been one of the aiders and 
abettors of the Pretender! Where the 
honest Whigs, honest and taithful Whigs 
looked to discover the Putlic Services, 


which tempted ihem to this outrageous 
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breach of the law, they will, perhaps, by 
and by, be induced to tell us. 

My eye happening to drop upon Marie 
Claudine Silphie led me away from my 
family parties ; and, it is useless to return 
to them, unless I had parson Mairaus by 
the ear to ask him, at every moment, 
why he does not apply his arguments to 
these abominable lists of paupers in high 
life. 


bourer, who is obliged to give away in 


He would deny relief to the la- 


taxes one have of what ought to go to sup- 
port his family; but, be very quietly 
sees these swarms, who never have work- 
ed at all, receiving relief out of those very 
taxes, more than three-fourths of which 
the labouring classes pay! 

One cannot help wondering at the 
shamelesness of Noblemen and Gentle- 
men in suffering themselves to be called 
Tide-Waiters, Harbour-Masters, Search- 
ers, Packers, Craners, Clerks, Warfin- 
gers, Prothonotaries, and the like; or, 
that such a man as Lord Charles Spencer, 
a’ brother of the Duke of Marlborough, 
should suffer himself to be stuck into the 
Pension List for 1,000 a year, when all 
the world knows that he never performed 
the smallest quantity of public service in 
his life. There is a Baroness who is 
“ Sweeper of the Mall” in the Park, for 
340 pounds a year; but, what is out of; 
nature as well as shameless, is, that the’ 
SISTERS of the Earl of Nortuinectron 
are with him joint Clerk of the Hanaper ! 


To THE Lanourrne Crasses OF Enciann, ScoTiann, AND IRELAND. 
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At first, when I looked over these Lists 
(for'there are forty-seven separate lists) 
[ wondered who the feople could be. The 
Brudenels, the Seymours, the Talbots, 
the Herberts, Finches, Wyndams, Hays, 
Cockburns, Selwyns, &c. &c. But, upon 
closer examination, I found the far greater 
part of all these broods of pensioners be- 
longing, in one way or another, to the 
great framilies ; or, in other words, to the 
Boroughmongers, and those dependent 
It is true, that Lord Fitz- 
Wilham and bis son have no places or 


upon them. 


pensions ; but, Burke, their grand tool, 


In short, 


we have only to look ai the immense 


took a fine bite out of our flesh. 


sums of public money, which are expen- 


ded in this way, and observe well who tt 


ve that really has the disposing of these 


sums, to make us cease to wonder at the 
desperate deeds which are resorted to in_ 
order to prevent such a Reform as would 
enable the people, by their real repre- 
sentatives, to superintend the expending 
of the public money. 

But, though the amount of the Sinecures, 
Pensions, and Grants, merited by no pub- 
lic service whatever, is enormous, these 
form only a part of what the borough fa- 
The fat 
things of that great gulph of expense, the 


milies receive out of the taxes. 


army, are almost wholly theirs. The post of 
Colonel of a Regiment isa Sinecure in fact; 
and, if you look into the List, you will 
not find twenty out of nearly two hundred, 
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which are not in the hands of the Borough 
families. Soitis with the Staf. Soit is 
as to those enormous Sinecures, the Go} 
vernorships of fortresses, castles, islands, 
provinces, &c,. &c., which amount to im- 
mense sums; and, indeed, if you consider 
how small a portion of the money voted 
for the army really is wanted for the 
soldiers, you must see how this multitude 
of millions have gone, and how they still 
go,and must go, as long as the system 
goes on unreformed. 

Now, my friends, (first pulling off your 
hats) let us just peep into the Church, 
for there are some very good things there. 
There are three enormously rich Bishop- 
tricks, Canterbury, York, and Winches- 
ter, the revenues and the livings to be 
given in which, are worth, probably, 
150,000 pounds a year. The first of 
these is held by a Cousin of the Duke of 
Rutland; the second by the Uncle of 
Viscaunt Barrington; the third by the 
Uncle of the Earl of Guilford, Then 
out of the rest, twelve are held by the 
relations of great Noble Borough-men; 
so that, out of the twenty-six, in nuinber, 
there are fifteen in the hands of real 
blood relations of Borough-owners, or 
Borough Patrons of the Noble Order; 


and, in amount of income and preferment 
these fifteen are ten times as great as the 
other eleven. So that the Borough fami- 
lies have ten elevenths, at least, of the 
Bishopricks. 

Now, let us suppose, for the sake of 
the 


Bishopricks are filled ‘without any por- 


argument, that the eleven other 


This is sup- 


tion of Borough influence. 
posing a monstrous deal; but we will, 
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for amoment, so suppose. The Borouhg 
families form about one ten-thousandth part 
of the people; and, will any wretch 
alive, even the impudent man of the 
Covnrier, pretend to believe, that there 
are ten times more piety and scholar- 
ship in this ten thousaudth part, than ia 
all the other nine thousand parts ? What 
has been proved of Bishopricks applies 
to Livings, or Benefices of inferior va- 
All the rich ones are filled by the 
relations, or dependants of the Borough 


lue. 


gentlemen ; and thus, in reality, the 
Property of the Church is theirs almost 
wholly. As to the Law, that other great 
department of emolument, power, and 
honours, the Borough families are obliged 
to be content with patronage, and that, 
too, but in a moderate degree; for, the 
law regutres, and it will have TALENTS 
and INDUSTRY. Hence we _ have 
seen, Wedderbura, Thurlow, Kenyon, 
Scott, Mitford, Law, and many others, 
beat their way up from the ragged Bar 
to the Peerage; not, indeed, in defiance 
of the Borough Gentlemen, but, at the 
same time, without much of dependence 
upon them; and, what is very curious 
to observe, that, while we see ali the 
other rick posts filled by the Borough fa- 
milies, they have scarcely ever put their 
noses into the active posts of the Law, 
though some of them rain showers of 
gold. But, though it is very true that an 
Attorney-General, a Chief Justice, or a 
Lord Chancellor, may, by mere possibi- 
lity, be a superlative villain, it is impos- 
sible that he can be a fool. 

Observe, however, that I speak only 
of the active posts even of the Law; for, 
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as we have seen, the Borough families 
engross no small share 6f the Sinecure 
emoluments of that profession too. But, 
while in the army and the Church they 
are at the head, in the Law they are at 
the Tail. In the two former they are 
Generals, and Commanders, and Colonels 
of Regiments, and Bishops, and Deans, 
and Arch-Deacons and Prebends. But, 
in the latter, they are Prothonotaries, 
Clerks, Filazers, Sealers of Writs, Ushers, 
Door-Keepers, &c. In the two former 
they are decorated with the Double 
Epaulet and the Truncheon; with the 
Mitre and the Red Thing, (I do not know 
what they call it) which goes over the 
shoulders above the Surplice. But, in 
the Courts of Law, while men who have 
risen from ** the Lower Orders” (as they 
call us) are decked out in the Big Wigs, 
and in Purple, and Scarlet, and Ermined 
Robes, these high blooded gentry stoop 
to the camlet gown and the wand. Tue 
Duxe or Grarron, for instance, is the 
Sealer in the Court of King’s Bench, at 
2.886 pounds a year, while the Honour- 
able Louisa Browning, and Lady B. 
Mostyn are Custos Brevium in the Court 
of Common Pleas! Lornp W ansineGHam is 
in the petty-office of Comptroller of first 
fruits in the Court of Exchequer at 150 
pounds a year; Arabella Walker Hene- 
age (a relation of the Earl of Aylsford) 
is the CHIEF USHER! a pretty office 
cnough fora bigh-blooded Lady! Three 
of the Moores, two of them Clergymen, 
and all relations of the Earl of Mount- 
Cashel, are the Register in the Preroga. 
tive Court, at 3.670 pounds a year, while 





an honest coal-merchant’s son is the 
Judge! In the Court of Chancery, Lord 
Wm. Benrincx fills the petty-oflice of 
Clerk of the Pipe, though he is the son of 
a Duke. Thus it goes all through ; and 
indeed, so very fit are these high-blooded 
gentry for high stations in the army and 
low ones in the Jaw, that many of them 
who are surprizingly great in arms are 
compelled to stand in camlet gowns and 
bare-headed before the Judges! This 
Lord William Bentinck, for instance, who 
is Clerk of the Pipe in the Court of Chan- 
cery, and part of whose office is to attend 
the man who holds up the tail of the Lord 
Chancellor’s Robe when he enters and 
leaves the court; yes, this very identical 
Clerk of the Pipe is a Lieutenant Genera, 
tn the army, though, when in his other 
office, he assists the train-bearer to a 
Coal Merchant’s Son, as the present Lord 
Chancellor is. Very nearly the same is 
the case in numerous instances. Even 
the ** Great Duke” himself is nothing 
more than a Remembrancer in the Court 
of Exchequer in Ireland. It is curious, 
too, that now and then one of the Bo- 
rough race, who have tried the Law, and 
having given up all hopes of its honours, 
have very cooly condescended to share 
Thus the Right 
Honourable Cuartes Yorke, who long 


in its sinecure profits. 


went the Western Circuit in vain in search 
of briefs, appears to have discovered, at 
last, that though court-sycophancy may 
be hereditary from the grandfather, ta: 
lents for the Jaw are not, and he, there- 
fore, instead of getting upon the Bench, 
has, through the interest of his Borough- 
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patron brother, the Earl of Hardwicke, 
secured for life, 3,000 pounds a year as 
Clerk of the Pells in the Court of Exche- 
quer, to the Bench of which Court, at 
least, he aspired. 

Icould go much further. and show, that 
in fact, it is the Borough-families that nave 
done all the mischief. But, you my 
friends, must see that it is so. In one 
character or another they have swallowed 
up the fortunes of some, and the very 
bread of others. No wonder that they 
are loath to part with their power, which 
power places all the earnings of the peo- 
ple in their hands. No wonder, that they 
have called us revolutionists, jacobins, and 
seditious dogs, for praying to them to give 
us up our right to choose one of the Housesof 
Parliament. They talk of checks and 
balances inthe constitution ; and yet, 
they have now upon their table a petition 
presented by Lorp Grey, in 17983, offer 
ing to prove at the Bar, that 130 persons 
of the upper house sent a majority into 
the lower house! what check, what ba- 
lance, can there be in such a state of 
things ? If Jack, Will and Dick have the 
joint power of making laws ; if all ques- 
tions be decided by a majority of votes ; 
and if Jack nominates Will and makes 


him vote as he pleases; is it not Jack 


who has the absolute power of making 


what laws he pleases; and is it not an in- 
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sult to poor King Dick and to the com- 
mon sense of mankind to talk about 
checks and balances ? What we wanted 
was a house chosen by the Commons, that 
There is 


a Lord’s House, and we wanted a Com- 


is tosay the People at large. 


mons’ House. Then indeed, there would 
have been real checks and balances ; and 
the King would have had some real power 
of his own. But to show that he has none, as 
things are now, we have only to compare 
the sums which his sons receive out of the 
public money with the sums received by 
Lords 


Arden, Camden, Buckingham, and seve- 


many of the Borough gentlemen. 


ral others, have, for many years, been re# 


ceiving twice as mucha year as three of 





the king's sons receive. I believe that the 
family of Grenville, in all its branches re- 
ceived, before the death of the Marquis of 
Buckingham, more per annum than the 
Royal Family, leaving out the King and 
Queen. I believe, that the Seymour 
Family, or the Manners Family, either of 
Could this be 


the case, if the King had his due share of 


them receive more now. 


real authority ? Or, could this be the case 
for one single hour, if there were a Com- 
mon’s House of Parliament? No: and 
this the Boreugh gentlemen know full 
well; and, therefore, we need not won- 


der at the efforts they make, at the shame- 





ful and desperate deeds they resort to, ia 
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order to prevent the existence of such a 
house. Lease of Crown Lands isa mon 
Only think of tne Duke 
of Portland's Lease in Mary bone Parish ! 


8.rous thing. 


In short, they have all the real power ; 
and, of course, they will cut and carve 
for themselves. 

But, they have now an enemy to deal 
with, whom they will never subdue; that 
is the DEBT’, which, of course, is our 
true and faithful friend. The wars against 
America and France, the chief object of 
which was to prevent a reform of Parlia- 
ment, could not be carried on without 
boans or without the giving up of the emolu- 
ments before mentioned, and to retain 
them was the object in preventing a re- 
form. Yet, it was impossible to raise mo- 
ney enough, in taxes, to continue these 
emoluments, and to carry on the wars too. 


Hence, the Debt, the Funds, the Paper- 





[326 


Money, and those rivals of the Borough 
This is a 


serious business for the high-blooded Or. 


gentlemen, the Fundholders. 


der; for, either they must give up their 


emoluments and their estates inte the bar- 


guin, or, the Fundholders must go unpaid, 
This ts the real state of 
The Borough 
Have pa- 


wn part at least. 
the thing at this moment. 
System approaches its. crésés. 
tience, my worthy countrymen; only @ 
little patience, and you will see that bor- 
rowers and these lenders will, at last, do 


like most other borrowers and lenders; 


that is to say, come to an open quarrel, 


after having long cursed each other in 
their hearts. 

That will be the day for the People, 
and, in anxious expectation of that day, § 
remain most sincerely your friend, 

Wa. Cossertt. 


Copy-right secured according to law, 
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